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Renaissance ELA Syllabus 

Course Overview 

The Middle School Renaissance Program at Highland Lakes is designed as a three hour 

block, during which the English Language Arts, Social Studies, and Science curriculum 

often overlap. While this syllabus generally reflects the ELA curriculum covered in the 

first quarter, there will be significant overlap with the other disciplines. Assignments and 

projects that will count as grades for two or more content areas will be identified during 

the assignment process. The first semester unit focus will explore fives themes of change 

in 19th century American history through literature of the times: Romanticism, 

transcendentalism, abolitionism, industrialism and feminism.  

Required Text 

All text books, work books, class novels and short stories, as well as supplemental reading 

or writing materials will be provided by the program. Students are encouraged to begin 

building their own professional educational libraries by purchasing copies of the novels or 

short stories, but that is not a requirement. Students will be given the Threads of Change in 

19th Century American Literature workbook from the College of William and Mary’s The 

Center for Gifted Education. The first class novel will be assigned in the second semester.  

Course Materials 

Students will need the following materials to be brought to class daily, or stored in cubbies 

for daily access:  

 College Ruled Notebook: Easy tear or reinforced paper is recommended.  

 Folder with pockets 

 Blue, Black and Red pens 

 Highlighters 

 Dry Erase Markers 

 Tape 

 Flash Drive device is recommended for ease of essay submission, but not required 

*If you are unable to provide these materials, please let me know ASAP and I will provide 

them as needed. Students may wish to get a sturdy folder and use reinforced, college ruled 

loose-leaf paper in lieu of separate notebooks and folders. 

Instructor 

Sarah Crabtree 

Phone 

(623) 376-4300 

Email 

Sarah.crabtree@dvusd.org 

Office Location 

Room 308 

Office Hours 

8am-4pm 
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Course Schedule 

Week Subject Subject/Assignment 

1 ELA Literary elements pre-test 

First Day Packets due by Friday 

Begin Intro to Romanticism and 

Transcendentalism in Art and 

Literature 

2-4 ELA Begin construction on 

LITERATURE BOXES 

Intro To Early American 

Literature-Hawthorne, Melville, 

Irving, Emerson, Thoreau, 

Whitman, Dickenson and related 

artists. Explore poetic devices, and 

explore seminal historical 

documents. Intro to rhetoric. 

5-7 ELA Connection to Civil War.  Read 

from Tubman, Douglass, Poe, and 

Lincoln, and explore the role of 

Spirituals in slavery. Read from 

Seminal historical documents. 

Argumentative writing and 

rhetoric.  

8 ELA   Argumentative Essay  

Exam Schedule 

Week Subject 

1-8 ELA            Weekly quizzes and assessments can be expected 

9    ELA            Argumentative Essay Due 

Homework Policy and Assessment Policy 

Homework is assigned on an “as needed” basis. Students who require additional practice or support in a subject area will 

be assigned homework until mastery is achieved. Study Hall on Friday will afford an hour to work closely with instructors 

for individualized or small group work. Assessments are designed to be completed in class, though some students may 

require additional time to complete the assessment. This will be gauged on an individual basis. All long-term projects are 

expected to be completed by the assigned due date. Quizzes and tests may be re-taken for grades below an 80%. All final 

exam grades are final. No retakes are permitted. 

Additional Information 

Please make every attempt to contact me or arrange a meeting if your student is unable to make specific due dates, or if 

there is a concern with the reading material. I will always attempt to accommodate student needs on an individual basis.   
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Reading List: This is a tentative list of the reading assignments for first quarter. There may be some additional titles added 

to this list, and not all will be covered.   

 

By Nathaniel Hawthorn 

“The Minister’s Black Veil” 

“Dr. Heidegger’s Experiment” 

 

By Henry David Thoreau 

Walden 

Civil Disobedience 

Assorted poems 

 

By Herman Melville 

Excerpts from Billy Budd, Sailor 

Bartleby the Scrivener 

 

By Ralph Waldo Emerson 

The World Soul 

Excerpts from Nature 

Excerpts from “Self-Reliance”: A Nonconformist 

 

By Walt Whitman 

Song of Myself 

When I heard the Learn’d Astronomer 

A Noiseless, Patient Spider 

Leaves of Grass 

When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloomed 

O Captain! My Captain! 
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 By Edgar Allan Poe 

Masque of Red Death 

Annabelle Lee 

The Conqueror Worm 

Ligeia  

 

 

By Washington Irving 

Rip Van Winkle 

 

Abolitionist Writers: 

 Harriet Beecher Stowe 

Frederick Douglass 

Harriet Tubman 

 

Additional:  

The Emancipation Proclamation 

The Gettysburg Address 

Swing Low Sweet Chariot 

Follow the Drinking Gourd  


